CIS Research paper
“Interview” of a well-known person

Topic: you “meet” a famous person at a carefully chosen point in his/her life.
Audience: an uninformed, but intelligent, reader (they are either unfamiliar with or only recognize the name of your famous person).
Format: A research paper using MLA or APA documentation including conversation, interview, descriptive detail, and a story-like setting. Final draft must be 2100-2500 words; First draft b/n 1600-1700 words minimum; Second draft should reach 2000 NOT counting works cited.
Goals of the assignment:

1. Documenting and synthesizing multiple sources

2. Distinguishing between scholarly and popular sources

3. Capturing the essence of what makes the subject a unique individual, both privately and publicly – must go beyond info gleaned from a twelve-second Google search.
4. Analyzing info and reading extensively

Requirement 1: Creative Setting (a “believable” meeting between you and the subject)
Note: Creative settings often work best when they are inspired by and through the research.
1. reads like the opening of a story
2. very little, or no, research should appear in the opening

3. contains a clear focus (thesis which identifies the time period and at which point in the subject’s life you meet him/her)

4. brief biographical info that establishes subject’s importance to warrant research on him/her

5. you may appear in the story as yourself or a “character” in the setting

Requirement 2: Interview (through which you will reveal research findings)
1. May be written as natural conversation/dialogue (part of “the story”)

2. Some/much of the info might be disseminated in ways other than dialogue.

Note: Whichever combination you choose, the setting should logically support the time frame required to glean plenty of info from or about that person (extended conversations, multiple meetings with the person, etc.). If the info is conveyed atypically, it needs to make sense in at least a fictional reality.
Requirement 3: Documentation

1. Use MLA or APA format to document the paper – in-text parenthetical references and a works cited page with each draft.
2. Must use a minimum of 4 sources (from a variety of places/types). Each of those 4 should be referenced at least three times each. Additional sources can be used fewer times than that if necessary.
3. Synthesize sources within the paper (you should not “chunk” info).
